Ito 1919}             THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

MacDonald said that in the afternoon he had met John
Morley1 walking to the Athenaeum Club after the historic
Cabinet Meeting, He went up to him and asked him what
bad happened. Morley said, " It is all over. I have resigned."
MacDonald said, " Well, we shall have to fight 1 " Morley
said to him, " I am an old man, and what happens does not
matter much to me. My career is behind me. Yours is in
front of you. Be careful what you do. You are going to make
the most important decision of your life. Be careful not to
make a mistake/' MacDonald answered, " I don't care about
the present. I am looking to fifty years hence. What will
they say then ? " MacDonald gave me the idea of being
rather under the weather. He said, " I am going to Italy to
try to keep the Italian Labour Party from becoming Bol-
shevist." Then he told me that some man in Russia had been
allowed to keep his property because he was a friend of
Ramsay MacDonald, and that a woman had told him that
the Germans had not shot her husband because he claimed
to be MacDonald's friend. He remarked pathetically, " These
incidents show that I have not been an entire failure. At any
rate I have helped someone." He said he was suffering badly
from neuritis and looked old and drawn. He said that Bol-
shevism was dead as a form of Government,

R. : Lenin will go down to posterity as a great personage.

R. M. : Yes, I agree with that. Russian events have shown
that drastic changes are impracticable. You can only go step
by step. But had it not been for Lenin the steps would have
been very slow and halting. He has infused new life into the
betterment movement.

I asked him whether he thought Wilson a great man.
He did not answer the question but said that he (R. M.)
usually spent Sundays with John Morley. At Morley's house
he met an American, who gave an interesting account of
Wilson's career as a professor. He said that the trustees at
Princeton could not stand him because he was always forming
policies in secret without consultation with anyone and then
endeavouring to force them upon the institution. The American
said further, " Wilson is the sort of man who when he is
1Lord Morley; d. 1923.
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